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REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the above-referenced application are respectfully 
requested. 

I. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claim 5 is cancelled herein without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Claims 1,10, and 1 1 are amended herein. 
Claims 5, 10, and 1 1 are "objected to." 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that claims 1-4 and 6-16 are currently 
pending and under consideration. 

II. REJECTION OF CLAIMS 1,2, 6-9, 12, 13, 15 and 16 UNDER 35 U.S.C. §1 02(B) AS 
BEING ANTICIPATED BY KHAVAKH ET AL. (USP# 6,192,314 B1) 

Claim 5 is cancelled herein without prejudice or disclaimer. Claim 1 is amended herein 
to incorporate the allowable subject matter defined in claim 5, which was "objected to." 

Claim 1 (as amended herein) relates to "[a] layout modeling system for a transport 
system to transport articles from a starting position to a plurality of target positions along a 
transport route, comprising: a plurality of nodes having location information to respectively 
correspond to the starting position and the target positions at which the articles are transported; 
and a plurality of links to connect the respective nodes along the respective transport route and 
having route information to correspond to respective routes between the respective nodes, the 
route information of each link of the plurality of links being updated in real time, and comprises 
errors generated between the nodes which is updated based on real time circumstance." 
Accordingly, claim 1 defines allowable subject matter and patentably distinguishes over the cited 
prior art. 

Khavakh teaches a method and system for route calculation in a navigation application. 
However, Khavakh is different from the present invention because Khavakh is not concerned 
with the transportation of articles in a transport system. For example, Khavakh does not teach a 
plurality of nodes having location information to respectively correspond to the starting position 
and the target positions at which articles are transported. It is submitted that Khavakh does not 
teach or suggest the features recited in claim 1 of the present invention. 

Similar to claim 1 , claim 16 relates to "[a] layout modeling system for a transport system 
to transport articles from a starting position to a plurality of target positions along a transport 
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route," which distinguishes over Khavakh. Claims 12 and 15 relate to "[a] method of selecting an 
optimum transport route to transport articles from a starting position to a plurality of target 
positions along a transport route," which distinguishes over Khavakh. 

Claims 2 and 6-9, and claim 13 depend from claims 1 and 12, respectively. For at least 
the reason that claims 1 and 12 distinguish over the cited prior art, it is respectfully submitted 
that claims 2, 6-9, and 13 also distinguish over the cited prior art. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection is overcome. 

III. REJECTION OF CLAIMS 3 AND 4 UNDER 35 U.S.C. §1 03(A) AS BEING 

UNPATENTABLE OVER KHAVAKH ET AL. ('314) AS APPLIED TO CLAIMS 1-2 AND 
FURTHER IN VIEW OF KHAN ET AL. (USP# 6,816,784 B1) 

Claim 3 of the present invention recites, "wherein at least one of the starting position and 
the plurality of target positions comprises: a storehouse of the articles, and the nodes are 
provided to respectively correspond to ports provided in the storehouse and to allow articles to 
be transported thereto or therefrom; shelves on which the articles are loaded; and a transporting 
unit to load and unload the articles on the respective shelf." Claim 4 recites, *SA/herein the route 
information of the links to connect the nodes provided in the storehouse further comprises: an 
amount of articles stocked in the storehouse." 

Khan relates to collecting geographic data and collecting address location information 
using delivery trucks. 

However, Khan merely describes that a position determining device, such as GPS unit, is 
used to determine a geographic position associated with the delivery of each item (see column 
2, lines 5-7). As pointed out by the Examiner, Khan teaches that items for delivery are loaded or 
delivery trucks are serviced at a particular location (see column 7, lines 45-47). It is submitted 
that Khan does not teach a system for transporting articles as suggested by the Examiner. For 
example, nothing in Khan teaches or suggests "wherein at least one of the starting position and 
the plurality of target positions comprises: a storehouse of the articles, and the nodes are 
provided to respectively correspond to ports provided in the storehouse and to allow articles to 
be transported thereto or therefrom" as recited in claim 3. 

Further, the Examiner alleges that the docking station 160 of Khan is in the same field of 
endeavor as the storehouse. However, the docking station 160 is merely an electric media or 
storage to save or exchange data. The docking station 160 is not a place to load or unload 
stocked articles. Thus, the docking station 160 does not include shelves and a transporting unit 
to load or unload stocked articles. 
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According to the above, Khavakh and Khan, either alone or in combination, do not teach 
the features recited in claims 3 and 4 of the present invention. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the rejection is overcome. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

in view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that each 
of the claims patentably distinguishes over the prior art, and therefore defines allowable subject 
matter. A prompt and favorable reconsideration of the rejection along with an indication of 
allowability of all pending claims are therefore respectfully requested. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 





Derrick L. Fields 
Registration No. 50,133 



1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D,C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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